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Dear Teacher

This resource is designed to be used 
by you as you plan lessons for your 
class following your class attending our 
performance of Snow White at your 
school.

These are some ideas of how you can 
incorporate some of the themes of 
this play into various learning areas 
(English, Maths, Social Sciences, The Arts, 
Technology). Please adopt and adapt the 
suggestions given however you see fit to 
meet the needs of your students.

Don’t hesitate to contact us if you would 
like to know anything more about the play 
- we are here to help you get as much out 
of the play as you can!

0800 894 500
resources@newzealandplayhouse.co.nz
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Years 1-2

English
Level 1 Writing recount 
Form and Express ideas on a Range of Topics

•	 As a class write a shared recount on the provided 
writing frame

•	 write the title in the provided box

•	 ask the students to help you to fill in the 
Introduction and what happened boxes

•	 tell the students to write in their books their 
favourite part of the play

Mathematics
Level 1 Statistical Investigation

As a class complete a statistical investigation.

•	 Ask the class what the their favourite fairy tale is

•	 write a list of all the fairy tales they know

•	 have the students colour the Disney fairy tale 
princess which is in their favourite story.

•	 glue each picture onto an enlarged copy of the 
pictograph provided

•	 explain that this pictograph shows one picture for 
every person who likes that fairy tale the most and 
therefore we can tell that more people like the fairy 
tale with the more pictures

•	 count the pictures for each fairy tale and record on 
the graph

•	 ask questions and write statements about the data 
the graph shows



www.newzealandplayhouse.co.nz

5

Social Sciences
Level 1 Roles and Responsibilities

•	 Remind students that in the play Snow White said 
she would help clean the house and cook for the 
Seven Dwarfs if they let her live with them

•	 Talk with the class about the jobs that she might 
have had to do

•	 Have the students draw pictures of themselves 
being helpful around home and in the class

The Arts
Level 1 Visual Art 
Developing Ideas

•	 Show an enlarged photo of Snow White

•	 discuss all the things we notice about Snow White 
that we can include in our portraits

•	 look at specific aspects of Snow White (starting 
with big ideas and moving to more detail)

•	 Allow the children time to independently draw 
Snow White

•	 Over a number of sessions build more detail into 
their pictures by looking for detail in the photo
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Years 3-4

English
Level 2 Reading
Show some understanding of how texts are created for 
different purposes and audiences

•	 Explore the pictures of Germany in the 1800s and 
discuss with the class some of the features of the 
pictures

•	 give students a picture of modern Germany. Write a 
list of differences.

•	 discuss why the Grimm Brothers may have set 
Snow White in the 1800s

•	 have the students draw a picture of what Snow 
White might look like if the story was set today

•	 as a class discuss that texts are created in a time 
and place

The Arts
Level 2 Drama 
Communicating and interpreting

•	 Talk with the class about the different things they 
liked about the play

•	 discuss the features of stage drama

•	 refer the students back to the things they said they 
liked about the play and discuss how they match 
up with the features of stage drama

•	 as a class complete a review of the play on the 
format provided

•	 when this is finished send them to

	 New Zealand Playhouse 
	 PO Box 5115 
	 CHRISTCHURCH 8542

or email review@newzealandplayhouse.co.nz

•	 Have each student write a statement about their 
favourite part
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Health and Physical 
Education
Level 2 Healthy Communities 
Rights, responsibilities and laws

•	 Have a couple of sudents volunteer to role play 
what a house with 8 people (like Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs) might be like if there were no 
rules

•	 talk about the rules they have at home and why 
they are important

•	 as a class write a set of rules for Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs to help them get along

•	 discuss how disputes can be solved

•	 talk about the the responsibilities in a family

•	 design a fair way of deciding to whose 
responsibility different chores are 
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Years 5-6

English
Level 3 Writing
Show a developing understanding of text structures and 
show a developing understaing of ideas within, across 
and beyond texts

•	 Discuss the structure and purpose of a biography

•	 have each student complete a biography of one of 
the characters from Snow White

•	 discuss with the class how each type of character is 
required to build the story of a traditional fairy tale

•	 have the students write a statement about the 
importance of their character to this story and in all 
fairy tales

The Arts
Level 3 Drama
Communicating and interpreting

•	 Encourage students to think about all the props in 
the play that were used as something other than 
their original use (eg lamington used as a heart), 
talk about how the props were used to build the 
story

•	 have the students sit in pairs and give each pair a 
prop

•	 give the students time to discuss and try different 
options of what their prop could be imagined as

•	 bring the class back together and allow the 
students to demonstrate what they can imagine 
their prop as (you could have them act and the 
rest of the class could guess what the prop is being 
used as)

•	 talk about what they play would be like if there 
were no props at all
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Mathematics
Level 3 Geometry and Measurement 
Position and orientation

•	 Recap with the students their understandings of 
co-ordinates, directions and map reading skills

•	 create a word bank of Mathematical Vocabulary 
related to position and orientation

•	 have the students independently draw a birds eye 
view of the setting of Snow White onto grid paper. 
They must include (forest, dwarfs house, castle, 
mine)

•	 have students pair up and give them extra grid 
paper. One student gives directions and coordinate 
instructions, the other tries to recreate their 
partner’s picture

•	 have the students assess each other on their ability 
to use and understand the mathematical language 
of position and orientation

Technology
Level 3 Brief Development

•	 Give the students the brief of designing a new 
magic device for the wicked step mother after she 
broke the mirror. The specifications are that the 
device they will make the wicked step mother must 
include a labelled diagram showing its abilities

•	 you could extend this by setting up an email 
account for the wicked step mother and allowing 
the students to email her with further questions to 
refine the brief 
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Years 7-8

English
Level 4 Reading and Writing
Show an increasing understanding of ideas within across 
and beyond texts
Show an increasing understanding of how to shape  
texts for different purposes and audiences 

•	 Have students read some of the original fairy tale 
(www.nationalgeographic.com/grimm)

•	 have students investigate the historical and 
cultural contexts of one fairy tale

•	 have the students complete a Venn diagram 
showing the similarities and differences between 
the purpose and audience of the original and the 
audience for a modern New Zealand

•	 have the students rewrite the fairy tale for a 
modern New Zealand audience (see attached 
planner)

Health and Physical Education
Level 4 Identity, sensitivity and respect

•	 Discuss discrimination and how it effects people

•	 talk about dwarfism and discuss with the class how they 
think dwarfs may be discriminated against

•	 read the article on dwarfism from 

www.kidshealth.org/parent/growth/growthdwarfism.com

•	 discuss some of the challenges that people of short 
stature might face in their day to day life

•	 if possible watch the YouTube clip The Little Couple: 
Season 3

•	 discuss how the Little Couple are helping to combat 
discrimination

•	 challenge the students to write an ad campaign to stop 
discrimination of people of short stature
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The Arts
Level 4 Drama 
Developing ideas

•	 Give the students the challenge of recreating part 
of a fairy tale in groups of 3 or 4

•	 have students summarise the key roles in that part 
of the story and outline the action

•	 students choose a role and ask each other 
questions to develop a deeper understanding of 
the personality of their characters

•	 the students work together to plan the plot in 
more detail

•	 allow the students time and a number of 
oportunities to rehearse and refine their drama

•	 some students will wish to write a dialogue to 
enhance their play

•	 have students perform their dramas to the class
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